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Invitation to the event
STOP THE ARMS, NOT THE REFUGEES
WORLD REFUGEE DAY
Wednesday 20 June 2012, Athens
With the opportunity of the World Refugee Day 20 June and in view of the UN Conference on an Arms Trade Treaty 2-27 July 2012, the Greek Forum of Refugees (GFR) and the European Bureau for Conscientious Objection (EBCO) will co-organise an event entitled «Stop the arms, not the refugees», focusing on the refugees because of wars and armed conflicts. The event will include testimonies from refugees, speeches, audiovisual show, photo exhibition, music show and the first screening simultaneously in Brussels and Athens of the new documentary on the refugees in Greece entitled How Much Further?, produced by the European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE), the Greek Forum for Refugees and the film maker Matthias Wiessler, and supported by the European Programme for Integration and Migration (EPIM). The documentary was filmed in Athens between October 2011 and February 2012, and raises the voices of those who have fled Afghanistan, Somalia or Sudan hoping to find refuge in Europe.
The event will take place on Wednesday 20 June 2012 from 16:00 to 21:30 in the hall of the Union of Mass Media Employees of Athens (20 Akadimias str, Athens).

It will be our pleasure if you honour us with your presence.

Sincerely yours,
Yonous Muhammadi




  Angelos Nikolopoulos
President of the Greek Forum of Refugees

       General Secretary of EBCO

      Contact cell phone number 6948408928

Contact cell phone number 6947556646
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The Greek Forum of Refugees is a multinational network of refugees organisations which was founded in Athens in 2010 with founders members the Afghani Association in Greece, the Sudanese Refugees League in Greece, the Somali Community in Greece and the Greek Forum of Migrants. Its goal is to create a viable constitution that will unite all refugees living in Greece through a joint course of action, providing assistance to refugees during the difficult and time-consuming procedure of being granted asylum, protecting their rights and helping their integration into the greek society.

The European Bureau for Conscientious Objection was founded in Brussels in 1979 for the protection of the right to conscientious objection and the right to international protection for refugees, and the promotion of peace, non violence and human rights education. It enjoys participatory status with the Council of Europe since 1998 and is a member of its Conference of International Non-Governmental Organisations since 2005. It provides expertise and legal opinions on behalf of the Directorate General of Human Rights and Legal Affairs of the Council of Europe. It is involved in drawing up the annual report of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs of the European Parliament since 1994. It is a full member of the European Youth Forum since 1995.
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Programme of the event

STOP THE ARMS, NOT THE REFUGEES

WORLD REFUGEE DAY

Wednesday 20 June 2012, Athens

1st part:
REFUGEES: HOW AND WHY BEING FORCED TO BECOME A REFUGEE
Coordination: Kalliopi Lykovardi, Special Scientist of the Human Rights Sector of the Greek Ombudsperson
16:00-16:10  Salutation by Giorgos Tsarbopoulos, Head of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Office in Greece.
16:10-16:20  The need for refugee protection, Yonous Muhammadi, President of the Greek Forum of Refugees.
16:20-16:30  Testimony of Afghan woman refugee.
16:30-16:40  Testimony of Sudanese refugee.
16:40-16:50  Testimony of Somali refugee.
16:50-17:00  The refusal to kill as a reason for becoming a refugee and the need for a strong Arms Trade Treaty, Angelos Nikolopoulos, General Secretary of the European Bureau for Conscientious Objection.
17:00-17:05  Testimony of Syrian refugee.
17:05-17:15  Testimony of Kurdish refugee.
17:15-17:25  The human rights violations and the victims of the army in Eritrea, representative of the Network for the Right to Conscientious Objection of the Greek Section of Amnesty International.
17:25-17:30  Testimony of Eritrean woman refugee.
17:30-17:40  Testimony of Eritrean man refugee.
17:40-18:10  Questions – interventions.
18:10-18:20  Break.
2nd part:
REFUGEES: SEEKING SHELTER IN GREECE
Coordination: Dimitris Christopoulos, Assistant Professor of Panteio University, Vice President of the Hellenic League for Human Rights
18:20-18:30  Salutation by Armodios Drikos, President of the National Youth Council.
18:30-18:45  Critical issues about detention and access to asylum, Vasilis Kerasiotis, member of the Legal Service of the Greek Council for Refugees.
18:45-19:00  The asylum system in Greece, Efthalia Pappa, responsible of the Ecumenical Refugee Programme.
19:00-19:10  Testimony of Iranian refugee.
19:10-19:20  Greeks and refugees: so far, so close, Spiros Rizakos, representative of AITIMA organisation.
19:20-19:50  Questions – interventions.
19:50-20:00  Break.
3rd part:
REFUGEES: HOW MUCH FURTHER;
Coordination: Aris Hatzistefanou, Journalist, Member of the Union of Mass Media Employees of Athens
20:00-20:40  First screening of the new documentary on refugees in Greece entitled How Much Further?, produced by the European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE), the Greek Forum for Refugees and the film maker Matthias Wiessler, and supported by the European Programme for Integration and Migration (EPIM).
20:40-21:00  Discussion.
21:00-21:30  Music show by the Afghani Association in Greece.
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The documentary How Much Further?, which was filmed in Athens between October 2011 and February 2012, in the midst of social, political and economic turmoil, raises the voices of those who have fled Afghanistan, Somalia or Sudan hoping to find refuge in Europe. After months or even years on the road, they arrive in Greece, a country whose population is facing the full brunt of the economic crisis and where the asylum and reception systems are completely dysfunctional. Most people see no option but to take to the road again in the hope of reaching a country that can receive them and consider their claim for asylum. But, once they have entered Greece, it is extremely difficult if not impossible to leave the country given the European policies that legally bind them to Greece.

This documentary is the fruit of the cooperation between the European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE), the Greek Forum for Refugees and the film maker Matthias Wiessler, and supported by the European Programme for Integration and Migration (EPIM).
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Of the European Union
This project has been funded with support from the European Commission.
This communication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot
be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.[image: image10.png]
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