From: "Laura.Toodu@kaitseministeerium.ee" <Laura.Toodu@kaitseministeerium.ee>
To: EBCO BEOC <ebco@ebco-beoc.org>
Date: 17/12/2021 14:02
Subject: RE: Questionnaire about EBCO’s Annual Report 2021


Dear sir or madam,
 
Thank you for your request for information.
On behalf of Estonian Ministry of Defence,  I would kindly provide the answers to your questionnaire about EBCO´s Annual Report 2021:
 
1.            What is the duration of the military service, and what is the duration of the alternative social civilian service?
The duration of the compulsory military service is 8 or 11 months, depending on the education and position provided by the Defence Forces to the conscript. The duration of alternative service is 12 months.
 
2.            How was the human right to conscientious objection to military service first recognised? Which year and by which law/article of Constitution?
First recognized at a referendum in 1992 where the Constitution was approved. It is paragraph 124 that states the right to conscientious objection.
 
3.            Are all the conscripts officially informed about the human right to conscientious objection to military service, and how?
Yes, all are informed about it in school as well as through official channels of Estonian Defence Resource Agency
 
4.            What is the procedure for a conscript to serve alternative social civilian service? Are there conscripts who are denied this human right?
No one is denied the right to alternative service. The person has to file an application to Defence Resource Agency with the wish for alternative service.
 
5.            Is the alternative social civilian service system purely civilian indeed, managed by a non-military authority/ministry?
The alternative service in Estonia is purely civilian and managed by non-military authorities. It is carried out in various social services and institutions like hospitals, carehomes and orphanages.
 
6. What is the legal minimum age for conscription, and what is the legal minimum age for voluntary enlistment in peace time, in case of general/partial compulsory mobilization, and in war time?
The minimum legal age for service is 18 in all noted cases (during peace-time and in war time)
 
7. How is the human right to conscientious objection recognised for the professional members of the military?
When a professional member of the military has developed a conscientious objection, he or she can leave the service with a 60 days note.
 
8. Are there any plans to suspend/abolish conscription in the near future?
There are no plans to suspend or abolish conscription in the future. 
 
In addition, one updated specification from 2020´s Annual Report regarding reserve alternative service:
 
There is stated Under Estonian section: In 2020 the Ministry of Defence sent a draft law to the interministerial coordination to establish a reserve alternative service, which means that, like conscripts, the state may also oblige alternative servicemen to attend further training or to serve in case of crises. Currently the reserve service is obligatory only for former military conscripts. The amendment is intended to come into force on January the 1st 2022

[bookmark: _GoBack]Update for 2021 Annual Report: The amendment is still in ongoing development and would be intended to come into force on January 1st 2023.


Yours sincerely
 
Laura Toodu
Conscription Adviser  |  Defence Service Department
Ministry of Defence of Estonia
Laura.Toodu@kaitseministeerium.ee
717 0205 | 53302334
Sakala 1 | 15094 | Tallinn
www.kaitseministeerium.ee
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