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TO THE EUROPEAN BUREAU FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
 

In the Personnel Department of the Staff of the Land Forces Command of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, as ordered, your request has been processed concerning military and alternative (non-military) service of Ukrainian citizens.
According to the results of the processing, we report.
1.  What is the duration of military service and what is the duration of alternative non-military service?
According to Article 23 of the Law of Ukraine “On Military Duty and Military Service”, the terms of conscript military service are set in calendar terms:
for soldiers and sailors, sergeants and first sergeants serving in the Armed Forces of Ukraine and other military formations - up to 18 months;
for persons who have a master's degree at the time of conscription for military service - up to 12 months.
Article 6 of the Law of Ukraine “On Alternative (Non-Military) Service” stipulates that the term of alternative service is one and a half times longer than the term of military service established for soldiers and sergeants serving in the Armed Forces of Ukraine and other military formations formed in accordance with Ukrainian laws. For persons with higher education at the level of specialist or master's degree, the term of alternative service is one and a half times longer than the term of military service established for persons with the appropriate level of education.
2. When was the human right to conscientious objection first recognized? In what year and according to which law or article of the Constitution?
If the performance of military duty contradicts the religious beliefs of the citizen, the performance of this duty must be replaced by alternative (non-military) service in accordance with Article 35 of the Constitution of Ukraine of 28 June 1996. Legal regulation of alternative (non-military) service for citizens is carried out in accordance with the Law of Ukraine “On Alternative (Non-Military) Service” № 1975-XII of 12 December 1991.
3. Are all conscripts officially informed about the human right to conscientious objection to military service, and how?
In accordance with paragraph 27 of the Regulations on the preparation and conduct of conscription of citizens of Ukraine for military service and admission of conscripts for military service under the contract approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine from 21 March 2002 № 352 (as amended by the Resolution of Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine № 100 of 20 January 2021) the head of the district (city) territorial center of recruitment and social support during the military registration is obliged to identify conscripts who wish and have the right to undergo alternative (non-military) service and make a mark in the conscript's registration card.
4. What is the procedure for conscripts to serve alternative non-military service? Are there conscripts who are denied this human right?
Alternative (non-military) service is a service that is introduced instead of military service and aims to fulfill a duty to society. In conditions of martial law or state of emergency, certain restrictions may be imposed on the right of citizens to perform alternative (non-military) service, indicating the duration of these restrictions.
Conduct by citizens of alternative (non-military) service is regulated by the Regulation “On the Procedure for Alternative (Non-Military) Service” (as amended), approved by the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine № 2006 of 10 November 1999.
Citizens of Ukraine have the right to alternative (non-military) service, if fulfillment of military duty contradicts their religious beliefs and these citizens belong to the religious organizations operating in accordance with the legislation of Ukraine, whose beliefs do not allow the use of weapons. The decision to direct a citizen of Ukraine for alternative service, to determine the place of service is entrusted exclusively to local state administrations.
5. Is alternative non-military service really purely civilian, run by non-military authorities or ministries?
Citizens perform alternative (non-military) service at enterprises, institutions, organizations that are in state, communal ownership or the majority share in the statutory fund of which is in state or communal ownership, whose activities are primarily related to social protection of population, healthcare, environmental protection, construction, housing and communal services and agriculture, as well as in the patronage service in the organizations of the Ukrainian Red Cross Society.
Control over the organization of alternative service is exercised by local state administrations.
6. What is the statutory minimum age for conscription and voluntary admission to military service in peacetime, in the case of general or partial forced mobilization and in time of martial law?
According to the Law of Ukraine “On Military Duty and Military Service”, citizens over the age of 18 who have passed professional and psychological selection and meet the established requirements for military service are admitted to military service under a contract.
At the same time, able-bodied male citizens of Ukraine who have reached the age of 18 by the date of enlistment in the military unit and senior persons who have not reached the age of 27 and are not entitled to exemption or deferment from conscription, are called up for military service.
7. How is the human right to conscientious objection recognised for the professional members of the military?
Citizens who are subject to conscription for military service and who have personally stated the impossibility of military service because it contradicts their religious beliefs, documented or otherwise confirmed the genuineness of their beliefs and in respect of which appropriate decisions have been made, should be directed to alternative (non-military) service. Citizens are not subject to referral to alternative service if they are exempted from conscription in accordance with the law; or in accordance with the law they were granted a deferment from conscription for military service (for the duration of the deferral).
To resolve the issue of referral to alternative (non-military) service, citizens after their military registration, but not later than two calendar months before the start of the period of conscription established by legislation, personally submit a motivated written application to the relevant structural unit of the local state administration at the place of their residence.
In case of conscription for military gatherings of the citizens who have acquired religious beliefs after military service and belong to religious organizations operating in accordance with the legislation of Ukraine, whose beliefs do not allow the use of weapons, no later than seven calendar days from receiving the notice from territorial center of recruitment and social support with a call to military gatherings they should submit personally application for exemption from the call to the gatherings to the relevant structural unit of the local state administration.
The procedure of conducting alternative (non-military) service is determined by the Law of Ukraine "On Alternative (Non-Military) Service" (as amended) and the Regulation "On the Procedure for Alternative (Non-Military) Service" (as amended) approved by the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine № 2066 of 10 November 1999.
8. Are there any plans to suspend or abolish conscription in the near future?
In accordance with the approved military-political directives for ensuring the implementation of state policy in the system of the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine in 2021, 2022 and the next two years, by 2024 a gradual annual reduction of numbers of conscription of Ukrainian citizens for military service is envisaged with a simultaneous increase in the number of citizens taken into military service by contract.
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